Saginaw Valley Hockey Officials Association

Tuesday 12/5/06
SVHOA Board Meeting (6pm)
· Board members present: Matt Dana, Michael Recob, Michael Sobczak, Phil Raymond, Eric Nowosatka, Terry Emery, and Nick Horn.
· Terry needs to address the membership regarding officials not making it to the meeting and have a paycheck coming. The plan is to hold the check until next meeting unless that official can make alternate arrangements to collect his paycheck.  We will not mail your check unless you miss the next meeting, too.  At that point you will have $1.00 deducted for handling fee & postage.  We are trying to get officials to attend the meetings as many situations and questions are being discussed.
· Mentor program for new officials – Matt will use the 3rd official on the “assignbyweb” website to assign an “observer” for games that are being assigned to new officials.   Please respond to your assignment(s) by accepting or declining.  Observer will go on the ice, not in officiating uniform, to assist new officials. 
· Topics to be discussed tonight based on last months observations:

· “quick face-off”  process
· Picking up puck at a stoppage of play
· Body contact & players leaving feet to play puck/player in Mites
· All coaching personnel need to have names on score sheet.

SVHOA Membership Meeting (6:30 pm) (40 in attendance)
· Terry informed membership that dues will be withdrawn from paychecks next week.  No dues for new officials; $5 for returning Level 1;  $10 for Levels 2-4.

· Terry informed the membership on how checks will be handled if an official does not make the scheduled meeting.  Checks will be held until next meeting, unless alternate arrangements are made with Terry.  If the check is not collected at the next meeting, Terry will mail it, and a $1.00 handling/postage fee will be removed from the check.

· Mike Sobczak asked the membership if there was anybody who did not have their card or patch yet.  If you do not have your registration card or patch, you need to inform Matt Dana, and you should contact USA Hockey to determine your registration status.  Not registered – can not be assigned games. 

· Phil Raymond went over some officiating mechanics / techniques with the membership.  Observations have been made during the month that several younger & older officials are lax with their mechanics:
· Keep your hands out of your pockets during play

· Whistles are to be worn on finger – this means no coaches or basketball whistles… highly recommend the “ACME Thunder”

· Your USA Hockey Crests are to be attached to the chest of your sweater/jersey located over your heart

· We are seeing a lot of Mite players diving to get the puck away from opposing player.  If this is done and the diving player takes-out the opposing player, you have a “tripping” infraction.
· “Hurry-up” or “quick face-off” process needs to be exercised during games for Squirt and above.
· Make sure all coaches on the bench have their names on the score sheet.  Only the “head-coach” needs to have his number on the score sheet.

**  Very good Q & A session this month  **

· Next SVHOA meeting is scheduled:  Tuesday, 2-Jan-07 at 6:30pm – refer to our website for information related to the next meeting.  The SVHOA Board will meet at 6pm
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Have a Safe Holiday !
Michael Recob
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