Saginaw Valley Hockey Officials Association

Tuesday 11/7/06
SVHOA Board Meeting (6pm)
· Board members present: Matt Dana, Michael Recob, Michael Sobczak, Phil Raymond, Eric Nowosatka, Terry Emery, Nick Horn, and John Nowosatka.
· Phil met Heritage HS hockey team and reviewed the emphasis on the rules that will be called this season. 
· John Nowosatka had some H.S. scrimmages to assign officials.  (2-man system)… Be sure to communicate to the teams the emphasis on the rules that will be called this season. 
· Mentor program for new officials – Matt will use the 3rd official on the “assignbyweb” website to assign a mentor for Mite games.  Please respond to your assignment(s) by accepting or declining.  Mentor will go on the ice, not in officiating uniform, to assist new officials. 
· New Michigan R.I.C. is Sean Jacques who replaces Roy Finger.

· Topics to be discussed tonight:

· Rule interpretations

· Stacked penalties

· Officiating techniques / mechanics (blowing whistle, signals, etc)
MEMBERSHIP MEETING  (6:30pm) (52 in attendance)
· Mike Sobczak asked the membership if there was anybody who did not have their card or patch yet.  If you do not have your registration card or patch, you need to inform Matt Dana, and will not be assigned any games after Nov 30th 2006 if you were registered last season. 
· Phil Raymond went over some officiating mechanics / techniques with the membership.  Observations have been made during the month that several younger & older officials are lax with their mechanics:
· You & your partner are a team… on the ice together /leave together

· BLOW the whistle… don’t “tweet it”
· Calling penalties – non-whistle arm is up straight, blow whistle, stop, identify player, call out his number, call out the penalty, and give signal….. skate to score box, repeat
· Who gets the puck after whistle is blown? The official that did not blow the whistle….Offsides, stoppage deep in attacking zone, after a goal is scored, etc.  Remember the 3P’s – after the whistle: Players, position, puck
· Slashing – intent w/out contact is still slashing, and hitting the stick out of your opponents hands is slashing / interference. 

· Stacked penalties – remember “FIFO”  (first in first out). The membership had a lengthy discussion with several situations pertaining to this subject.
**  Very good Q & A session this month  **

· Terry Emery wanted to inform officials doing Midget Travel games that the referee needs to put an “R” next to his name.
· Games have been scheduled up thru Nov 25th.  Log into assignbyweb, and “accept” or “turn back” the games you have been assigned.  Update your calendars as many games have been turned back for reassignment.
· Little Ceasar’s League claims they are supposed to be playing 15 minute periods.  SVHOA has not seen anything in writing regarding this length of period requirement.  Matt will check with Dave Westner.  Keep an eye on Referee’s Bulletin Board.
· Next SVHOA meeting is scheduled:  Tuesday, 5-Dec-06 at 6:30pm – refer to our website for information related to the next meeting.  The SVHOA Board will meet at 6pm.  Please do not enter this meeting unless you have something you want/need to discuss with the board members.  The doors will open immediately following the board meeting, so please do not interrupt the meeting if the doors are closed between 6:00 -6:30pm… Thank you!
Michael Recob
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